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Lake Ronkonkoma’s Tide 


An inquiry in the July Forum 
by Richard B. Foster of South- 
hampton as to the tidal peculiari- 
ties of Lake Ronkonkoma has 
brought a number of responses. 

Clarence Burt Doughty of Bay- 
port writes from his experiences 
as a boy on his grandfather’s farm 
at Smithtown Landing back in the 
early 1890’s that “those who used 
the lake for bathing or rowing 
made sure they kept a safe dis- 
tance away from the whirlpool. My 
uncle Ellsworth Wheeler often took 
which took seven years to rise and 
seven years to fall.” Mr. Doughty 
tells of a man riding his horse into 
the lake and both were drowned. 
Failure to find the man’s body was 
believed due to its having been 
carried away in a_ subterranean 
current. 

Mrs. George Seaman of White 
Plains writes that according to 
a man engaged in the Geodetic 
Survey, Artist Lake, to the north- 
east of Lake Ronkonkoma, “has 
this same characteristic of rising 
and falling, the time between the 
highest and lowest points being 
fourteen years.” The two lakes are 
called “surge tanks” by geologists. 
Artist Lake, writes Mrs. Seaman. 
was originally known as Corwin’s 
Pond “because it was on the farm 
of my greatgrandfather, the Rev. 
Jacob Corwin.” 

Jchn W. Baker of Huntington 
writes in part as follows: “Years 
ago there was a tale which was 
passed on from person to person 
that Lake Ronkonkoma had no 
bottom; that it was connected with 
the sea which caused its waters 
to rise and fall every seven years. 
This rise and fall depends upon 
the amount of rainfall and snow- 
fall.” He also explains the glacial 
origin of such lakes which has 
been covered in a recent issue of 
the Forum. 

Mrs. Milton A. Case of Larch- 
mont believes that the “rise and 
fall took a longer time” than gen- 
erally believed. “At one time when 
the lake was low it was attributed 
to the water that was pumped 
from the lake by residents to 
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Yachting on the Sound in 1860 


M* father, Rev. William 
Irving, D.D., a devotee 
of sailing and fishing in sum- 
mer vacations, had been fam- 
iliar with the Oyster Bay re- 
gion since the early age of 
seven when his family board- 
ed at Mill Neck (1840) with 
the Quakers David Cock and 
his wife. 

When he graduated at 
Princeton Theological Semin- 
ary in 1861, he was withheld 
from becoming a Chaplain in 
the War only because of his 
father’s strong wish that he 
should not delay the work of 
the ministry. His first charge 
that August for the six 
months following was the 
Presbyterian church at Oyster 
Bay, then without a pastor. 
He lived in the country house 
his father had bought in 1860. 


He received a call from the 
church, but accepted another 
call from the Presbyterian 
church at Rondout, N. Y., and 
later had a pastorate of twen- 
ty years at Troy, and was a 
Secretary of the Board of 
Home Missions. 

The following notes are 
from a family memoir and my 
father’s own diary. He wrote 
as follows: 

In 1849, when summering 
at Rye, my father bought a 
sailboat for me and my young 
brother Allie, and we learned 
to manage a boat safely, part- 
ly by trying it and partly with 
the instruction of old Captain 
Brownell, who had a small 
yacht there. He had served 
as a sailing master in the 
Navy at the battle of Lake 
Erie. We learned the position 
of most of the rocks in Port- 
chester harbor by running on 
them. We persuaded father, 
who loved sailing, while he 
knew nothing of the manage- 
ment of a boat, to let us sail 
him down to New York in our 
eighteen-foot jib-and-mainsail 
boat, a feat which we accom- 
plished, getting through Hell 
Gate and the East River to 
the Battery where we landed 
him, without any mishap, 


Francis Irvin 


though not without a few 
scares. I believe he concluded, 
however, that it would not do 
to depend on this as a regular 
mode of transit to his busi- 
ness, as the business day was 
nearly over when he got to 
his office. 

General Dix at that time 
had a house on Manursing 
Island, and we used to sail a 
great deal in his little yacht 
with his sons Baldwin and 
John and Charles, and occa- 
sionally saw the General’s 
eldest son Morgan, afterwards 
Rector of Trinity Church. 

In 1865, at the instance of 
my father’s old friend Thomas 
F. Youngs we found quarters 
at Oyster Bay, first in the 
Cove and later at Ludlam’s on 
West Harbor, and had better 
conditions for our favorite 
sport of yachting. 

The following year, while a 
professor at Rutgers College 
I bought a 22-foot jib-and- 
mainsail boat, the Wideawake, 
and that summer sailed in it 
from Oyster Bay to New 
Brunswick, 76 miles, and back 
again. With my two cousins I 
left New Brunswick at ten in 
the morning, sailed down the 
Raritan River and outside 
Staten Island and up through 
the Narrows with fair wind 
and tide, stopped half an hour 
in Brooklyn, and we were on 
the pier at Oyster Boy at 10 
p.m. of a moonlight night — 
the finest run I ever made in 
a sail boat. The Wideawake 
was built by Dave Kirby and 
had won several prizes before 
I bought her. I had her re- 
built later and she served me 
years longer. 

The schooner yacht Sea 
Drift was owned by Thomas 
Underhill Smith, of Centre 
Island, Oyster Bay, and New 
York, from about 1858-61. 

Wednesday, July 4, 1860, 
Oyster Bay. Large party gath- 
ered to celebrate the Fourth 
by a sail and dinner on the Sea 
Drift. Sail had to be post- 


poned until afternoon for want 
of wind. Fine dinner and then 
fine sail with a stiff easterly 
wind. Great merriment and 
singing. J. A., Dick and all 
the habitual members of our 
excursions. Party and fire- 
works at Thomas F. Youngs 
in the evening. 

July 19th. Went to New 
York and visited the Great 
Eastern. Rather disappointed 
in the apparent size from the 
pier, but once on the deck, per- 
fectly astounded. The large 
engines, wheels, her height 
from the water, and all dimen- 
sions are stupendous. State- 
rooms roomy. 

July 25th. Started at 614 
A.M. in the yacht Sea Drift 
for Newport with Mr. and 
Mrs. Smith, a party of six, a 
crew of three and a steward. 
Not much wind till afternoon. 
Reached New Haven and an- 
chored about 6 P.M. Got car- 
riages and drove about the 
town. It being Commencement 
at Yale, no rooms in the ho- 
tels. So we went back and 
slept quite comfortably on the 
yacht. Sang until quite late in 
the beautiful moonlight. 


July 26th. Started early in 
company with the Boston 
yacht Young America. 
Stretched over first with light 
air towards Long Island. In 
afternoon got a fine breeze 
with a shower, and came 
splendidly into New London 
harbor between eight and 
nine. As we took in light sails 
the Young America passed us 
and got in half a mile ‘ahead. 
All landed and went to the 
Pequot House. Set off some 
fireworks from yacht in even- 
ing. 

July 28th. Started at 7 A.M. 
for Newport. Wind ahead. 
Beat through Fisher’s Island 
Sound and some miles past 
Watch Hill, when the wind 
hauled so that we laid our 
course for Point Judith. 
Smooth sea and fine breeze. 
Ran with free sheets from the 
Point to Newport in 1% 
hours. Anchored at 314 P.M. 
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All landed and went to Ocean 
House. Got pleasant rooms—- 
house not full. Found Mr. C. 
from New Brunswick. 

July 29th, Sunday. Found 
that John C. Keenan had ar- 
rived in the Metropolis during 
the night. Good looking fel- 
low, not so big as I expected. 
Heard Dr. Hawks preach in 
morning. Very hot. 

July 30th. Walked to the 
Cliffs in the morning; drove 
in Mrs. Woodruff’s carriage 
to the beach and cliffs in the 
afternoon. Band played three 
times during the day. 

August Ist. Set sail 3:15 for 
home with a fine breeze which 
only lasted however to take us 
along about 20 miles. Then 
light and baffling wind; did 
not anchor in New London 
harbor till 11 p.m. Fine moon- 
light night. We four young 
men went ashore and slept at 
Pequot House, leaving the 
yacht to the ladies and Mr. 
Smith. Narragansett got to 
New London ahead of us. 

August 2nd. Aground when 
we awoke. No wind in A.M. At 
11 were towed out a mile by a 
tug (no wind) and anchored. 
At 2 P.M. got a fine southerly 
breeze. After two or three 
short hitches, lay course from 
Stratford Point to Lloyd’s 
Neck. I steered all the way 
between these two _ points. 
Beat up Oyster Bay harbor 
with a fine breeze; fired guns 
at 914. Father and the boys 
came off to meet us. We took 
tea and went ashore. Thus 
ended the finest expedition I 
ever took part in. 

August 29th. A party of us 
set sail in the Sea Drift this 
morning for Glen Cove to see 
a race of small boats. Ran 
down with a splendid north- 
west breeze, almost keeping 
up with the Ocean Wave for 
seven miles. Saluted Ally and 
the two girls on the beach at 
Dosoris, on horseback, as we 
passed. Anchored off Glen 
Cove and dined. Race started 
at 2 P.M. Grace Ahorne, Spirit 
of the Times, and Kirby’s new 
boat, Charm, being the first 
class, each 2814 feet. Sailed 
20 miles. We started out and 

Continued on page 175 
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Senior Editor® Reminisces 


HE statement in the May 

Forum that Eli (Wood- 
hull) Howell was a pupil in 
1827 at a schoolhouse built in 
1790 near Mattituck stirred 
poignant and grateful mem- 
ories of “Uncle Eli” and his 
wife “Aunt Jute’, who were 
as parents to an unrelated or- 
phan, and also of another 
Howell, descendants both of 
Richard Howell, one of the 
early settlers in that part of 
Southold town. 


That other was Charles 
Hamilton Howell, long time 
school commissioner and su- 
perintendent of schools of the 
eastern section of Suffolk 
County, who in 1890 licensed 
the aspiring orphan as a 
teacher and placed him at the 
unsophisticated age of sixteen 
behind the desk in a primitive 
but sadly dilapidated seat of 
learning at Quogue, built in 
1822 and a replica of the one 
Eli attended when a boy of 
eleven. 

With Eli were listed his 
brothers Youngs and George 
as pupils in Mattituck’s early 
school in a letter sent the 
Forum some years ago by 
Miss Elizabeth L. Hallock who 
died in 1952. He had other 
brothers Albert, John and 
Davis. Miss Hallock was the 
last direct descendant to live 
in the ancestral home of 
Richard Howell just west of 
the boundary between the 
towns of Southold and River- 
head. That boundary was the 
“Eleven O’clock Line’, so 
called because when the sun 
cast a shadow at that hour 
approximately parallel with 
the boundary the farmers un- 
hitched and started homeward 
with their teams for kitchen 
and manger feeding. 

Uncle Eli was born at 
Northville in 1816, the de- 
scendant of three Jonathan 
Howells. His father of that 
name and other neighboring 
fathers furnished the wood to 
“heat” the 37-year old school- 
house. The little 18 x 14 build- 
ing was the first school erect- 


Dr. Glarence Ashton Wood 


ed in the section west of Mat- 
tituck on what is now called 
Sound Avenue. It was built 
about two years before there 
was a town at the head of the 
river. 

It stood on the northeast 
corner of land which belonged 
to Joseph Hallock, near where 
later was the “Egypt” school 
but on the opposite side of the 





Quogue School, Built 1822, 
at which Author First Taught 


road. He agreed to cart sand 
“to set the house on’, and to 
furnish “timber for the shin- 
gles on one side and timber 
for the frame.” 

Zacharias Hallock contri- 
buted “shingles or glass” to 
the value of one pound. He, 
Caleb Hallock and James 
Reeves agreed to “find the 
board to cover the house” 
and also perform “10  shil- 
lings in work apiece.” Asa 
Corwin gave a “batte of shin- 
gles to cover the north side 
of the roof” while Selah Cor- 
win agreed to “cart 100 shin- 
gles,” and William Simons 
gave “six pounds of nails.” 

James Reeves also supplied 
brick, and Benjamin Gold- 
smith Jr. gave five hundred 
of the same while Caleb Hal- 
lock and Jacob Aldrich sub- 
scribed ore pound each, and 
Samuel Tuthill 10 shillings 
and Ezra Hallock 3 shillings. 


Eli Howell’s paternal grand- 
father married Elizabeth Hal- 
Jock who died Dec. 3, 1827. 
His great-grandfather Jona- 
than lived from 1730 to 1804. 


His great - great - grandfather 
John Howell, son of Richard 
the settler from England, 
lived from 1658 to 1734. 

After school days at North- 
ville, Eli tollowed the water 
to some extent whereby he 
earned the title of “Captain”. 
As early as 1873 he located 
on what has for more than a 
half-century past been the 
Donahue farm at the juncture 
of Tuckers Lane and the 
North Road at Southold. His 
name appears in a list of in- 
habitants, dated in 1873, fav- 
oring enforcement of the 
liquor laws. He was eiected 
May 21, 1878, a trustee of the 
Southold Methodist Church in 
place of Benjamin R. Prince 
who died Jan. 22 of that year. 

Aunt Jute, Eli’s wife, was 
a daughter of Elisha and 
Susan (Wells) Tuthill of 
Cutchogue. Her brother Hal- 
sey ‘uthill (Aug. 20, 1818- 
Oct. 28, 1915) married Lydia 
Horton of Bay View. Another 
brother, E. Davis Tuthill, mar- 
ried first 1842 Lydia Glover, 
and second Mary Richmond, 
widow of Daniel Richmond. 

Fortunately for him, a lad 
of thirteen was shanghaied at 
Greenport in the spring of 
1886. Seated in the stern of a 
“schooner” wagon, he was 
shipped five miles westward, 
with Capt. Howell at the tiller 
(reins) and the captain’s 
daughter Annie beside him. 

This summary change of 
abode was brought about by 
the connivance of the boy’s 
stepgrandmother Harriet 
(Fithian Ormsby) Wood and 
the acquiescence of Capt. Jar- 
vis Wood, her husband. The 
youngster’s father had gone 
before the mast at about his 
own age and met a watery 
grave. The boy was destined 
thenceforth to “tread the 
wine press alone.” 

He easily adjusted from 
carefree life about the docks 
and derelict ships of Sterling 
Creek and Greenport’s break- 
water to the “chores” and 
daily routine of planting, hoe- 
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ing, weeding and harvesting 
in the new home. The roll of 
the nearby surf of the Sound 
was music to an Island native. 
‘:here were fish and seaweed 
to be carted for fertilizer, 
clams to be dug, tiny fiddler 
crabs to be caught for fish- 
bait and horseshoe crabs to 
be gathered on moonlight 
nights for henfood. 

He was not “bound out,” as 
were youngsters of a former 
period. Never once did he 
think of running away “to 
sea”. For four and a half 
years he lived happily in the 
humble capacity of “chore”’ 
boy in the Howell home. That 
he always referred to Uncle 
Eli as ‘“‘Mr. Hoel” was in a 
measure justified, for the 
family name is found in early 
records as Hoel as well as 
Howell. 

Uncle Eli, Aunt Jute and 
daughter Annie were devout 
Methodists. Breakfast over, 
Eli always read from the ever 
handy leather bound Bible on 
which he stropped his razor. 
Then he fervently prayed 
while we knelt at our chairs. 
Sundays we rode in state to 
church in a canoply-top stage. 
For week-night services and 
other occasions the schooner 
wagon was used. 

On a Friday afternoon in 
March, 1890, my teacher and 
principal at the Southold vil- 
lage school accompanied me 
as far as the Civil War monu- 
ment at Budd Park. I had at- 
tended his school several win- 
ters, after the wood was cut, 
until time for spring plowing. 
Occasionally I had substituted 
as teacher in a class studying 
the rudiments of “natural 
Philosophy” (physics). As we 
parted Principal Edgar E. 
Hulse made a suggestion that 
changed the course of my life. 
He said I should “begin” to 
think about teaching school. 

A few days later I struggled 
desperately with an examina- 
tion at Riverhead supervised 
by School Commissioner 
Charles H. Howell. He scanned 
the results of my endeavors, 
gave me a test in reading, and 
as | left to return by train to 
Southold, told me I had 
passed. 
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Later he not only issued 
the coveted license but ar- 
vanged that I should teach the 
little village school at Quogue. 
hat seaside resort was evi- 
dently ashamed of its neglect- 
ed and dilapidated  school- 
hovse set in the shadows of 
the woods way back from the 
main street. It now stands in 
the rear of the library on the 
main street as Quogue’s His- 
torical Building and within is 
the teacher’s desk that I used. 


Uncle Eli died Nov. 4, 1891 
while I was a student at the 
normal school in Oneonta. [ 
attended his funeral where it 
was arranged that I should 
work the farm on shares dur- 
ing 1892 for Aunt Jute. I 
was but 19 and so did not 
have to work out a poll tax on 
the highway at the behest of 
roadmaster Peter Gaffga. 


C. H., as Commissioner 
Howell was known, was born 
April 9, 1850, the son of 
Daniel Griffin Howell and 
Jemima Amanda Benjamin, 
daughter of Deacon Benjamin 
by his first wife. He married 
Rosa E. Barber of Moriches. 
He was elected commissioner 
for eastern Suffolk County in 
1888, succeeding George H. 
Cleaves of Greenport and con- 
tinuing in office after it was 
changed to superintendent of 
schools in 1912. In time he 
was recognized as the dean of 
educators hereabouts and at 
Albany where I once remi- 
nisced with him many years 
after he had first examined 
me for teaching at Riverhead. 
He was a _ popular public 
speaker and one of his favor- 
ite sayings was that the best 
kindergarten teacher was the 
mother. 


His first teaching job was 
at the Franklinville Academy, 
founded in 1832 at what is 
now Laurel, and he later 
served as principal at River- 
head. His younger brother 
Usher B. assisted him at the 
Academy before entering the 
employ of the Riverhead Sav- 
ings Bank of which he even- 
tually became president. An- 
other brother, Rev. Dr. Fran- 
cis G. Howell, became pastor 


Continued on page 174 
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“Beach Glowers “Worth Knowing 


G OME plants do strange 

things when they grow 
near salt water. They may 
become so well set that they 
almost refuse to grow else- 
where, such as the Seaside 
Goldenrod, one of the most 
beautiful of all the golden- 
rods. While some upland gold- 
enrods can be coddled into 
growing on beach sand, there 
is not much to be done about 
the seaside variety off its 
own reservation. 

Then there is the Dusty 
Miller which prefers the iden- 
tical sand dunes as the Sea- 
side Goldenrod. It used to be 
a garden specimen and sud- 
denly leaped the fence to take 
off for the shore as fast as 
the seed could be carried. It 
has established itself on the 
beach and has become recog- 
nized as one of the best soil 
binders—helps hold dunes in 
place. 

I wonder if it would not be 
worth our while to consider 
other beautiful flowers that 
grow on Long Island beaches 
and marshlands. This can be 
done simply and leave all the 
technical aspects within the 
encyclopedias. 

On New Year’s Day 1954 I 
was walking the oceanfront 
at Tobay, a section of Jones 
Beach a few miles to the east 
of the Tower. Usually noth- 
ing surprises me on _ the 
beach; it is a land of the un- 
expected, but this first day 
of the New Year caught me 
off balance, I guess. On the 
south side of a dune within 
easy reach of the waves at 
high tide grew a Sea Milk- 
wort (Glaux) with many blos- 
soms. The books say this 
plant blooms in May, June 
and July—and here it was 
blooming six months out of 
season! 


Glaux is almost as exotic 
looking as its name, which is 
an ancient Greek name of a 
seaside plant or for the color, 
sea-green. Both uses of the 
word apply with us and both 
are quite obvious. The plant 


Julian DentonSmith 


is of a succulent growth, low 
and fleshy. The leaves are 
stemless and toothless and 
occur in pairs. Sometimes the 
plant branches and some- 
times it does not. 

The Glaux flower is unus- 
ual in that it is tight between 
the leaves and the plant stem 
and it is without petals. The 
color is likely to be lavender 
or pink on Long Island, but 
may shade off into white or 
crimson. The New York flow- 
ers I saw were lavender. The 
color shows on the inside of 
the bracts which would norm- 
ally support the petals, the 
same bracts that show as lit- 
tle brown flaps on the blos- 
som end of an apple. The 
bract of Glaus bend backward 
and outward exhibiting the 
color and giving the appear- 
ance of a tiny, star-shaped 
blossom. 

This plant grows natively 
as a perennial on the beaches 
from eastern Quebec to New 
Jersey and from Alaska to 
California. Everywhere it is 
a good soil binder, helping to 
hold the beach in _ place 
against the actions of wind 
and water. 





Hudsonia never blooms out 
of turn and it wants the days 
just right when it does bloom. 
It would not think of opening 
its flowers on a dark or rainy 
day; even a good fog is 
enough to keep them tightly 
closed. But be on hand to see 
the brilliant yellow when the 
sun shines. It is_ possibly 
brighter than the familiar 
garden showpiece, Golden 
Basket. 


Perhaps you are not ready 
with the word Hudsonia. I do 
not know of a common name 
in general use altho the plant 
is frequently called Beach 
Heather. It is a low-growing, 
thickly branched, bushy 
plant less than 1 foot high. It 
packs closely together and 
forms mats crowding out 
other vegetation. It may cov- 
er considerable areas such as 
the growth on the beach at 
and adjacent to the traffic 
circle where the Captree 
Island Parkway joins the 


Ocean Parkway east of Oak 
Beach. 

Hudsonia looks a little like 
cedar in the way the scaly 
leaves fit to the plant stem. 
In the spring the new growth 
is silvery green which spends 


Winter Along the Wantagh State Parkway 
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the next eleven months grad- 
ually changing color thru the 
greens and browns to black 
by the time new leaves ap- 
pear the following spring. 
The little yellow flowers 
are often so thick that the 
bushes look like yellow balls 
—yellow basketballs. Fallen 
blossoms on the sand around 
the plants seem to intensify 
the brilliance. The flowers 
are not on long and usually 
appear at the time of the 
Lady Slippers on the upland. 
Only three species of Hud- 
sonia grow in North America 
—one in the mountains of 
North Carolina, and the other 
two on the beaches and dunes 
of our eastern coast and the 
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Great Lakes as well as the 
sandy prairies of Indiana, 
Illinois and North Dakota. 
The name honors William 
Hudson, an English botanist. 

Toadflax is another poor- 
soil plant that blooms about 
this same time of year. It is 
the very next-of-kin to the 
common Butter - and - Eggs. 
Toadflax not only likes poor 
soil but it prefers dry or 
sterile sandy soil. One such 
location is on the west side 
of the Wantagh Parkway 
about a third mile to the 
north of the middle bridge. 
I always enjoy this display as 
it looks like a lavender or 
pale violet mist hanging thin- 
ly about 2 feet above the 
ground. It is especially beau- 
tiful in the early morning 
sun. 

In spite of the name the 
plant is not a flax—only the 
leaves are flax-like. There 
are not many leaves on the 
thin long stems that bear 
the little eight - inch - long 
flowers. Leaves are gathered 
closely, however, on the non- 
flowering stems which bunch 
at the base of the flowering 
stem. 
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One of the few really pink 
flowers of the marshes is 
the Sea Pink. On Long Island 
it is most likely to appear on 
the low ground at the bay 
side of the outer beach. The 
plant occurs in similar loca- 
tions all the way from Massa- 
chusetts to Florida. It blooms 
in midsummer. 


The crimson pink flowers 
of the Sea Pink are very con- 
spicuous against the back- 
ground of green meadow 
grasses and black, mud soil. 
The flowers are about the 
size of a 25 cent piece. They 

Continued on Page 177 
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Sarah ‘Rapelje, Islander 


ON the 330th birthday of 
Sarah Rapelje, I began 
delving into the records of 
this early American woman. 

Just previously I had come 
across a newspaper clipping of 
some years back giving a 
short account of her as “the 
first white child to be born 
on Long Island.” 

With only this slight proof 
in my handbag, I was never- 
theless disappointed to learn 
on arriving at the Long Island 
Collection in the Queens Bor- 
ough Public Library in Ja- 
maica that Sarah was not a 
Long Islander by birth. Wiser 
folk than I of course know 
that Elizabeth Gardiner, born 
September 14, 1641 on the 
Isle of Wight, now Gardiner’s 
Island, was Long Island’s first 
white offspring. She is also 
credited with being the first 
English child born in New 
Netherlands. 

Although Sarah was not 
born on Long Island that June 
9, 1625, records prove that 
she, a French girl, preceded 
the English Elizabeth by 16 
years as the first child of her 
nation also to be born in New 
Netherlands. 

If those very early days of 
our history, Fort Orange (now 
included in the city of Al- 
bary) where Sarah was born 
was in the New Netherlands 
area. But Sarah’s story begins 
prior to her birth. 

Her father was Joris de 
Rapalie in his birthplace, Brit- 
tany or Bretagne. Later he be- 
came Jan Joris Rapaelje to his 
Dutch associates in New Am- 
sterdam. 

The de Rapalie family in 
France was renowned for love 
ef country. A number of them 
too joined the Crusades: some, 
steadfast in the Reformed 
faith, lost their lives. Because 
cf persecution, many fled to 
Belgium, Switzerland, and 
Holland. 

Joris, a refugee in Holland, 
had already married Catelyn 
Trico born in Paris in 1605, 
the daughter of Jan Trico, a 


Marion Cf. Overton 


physician. With his bride in 
1623, Joris de Rapalie sailed 
from the Netherlands to New 
Netherlands on the Unity, a 
Dutch West Indian vessel. It 
was that company’s first ship 
coming to America to set up 
a trading post on the Hudson. 


Sailing apparently without 
misadventure into the harbor 
of New Amsterdam, the Uni- 
ty with little delay sailed on 
again between the Hudson’s 
shores to far-distant Fort 
Orange. 

When Sarah was a year old 
her parents returned to New 
Amsterdam where they lived 
on Pearl Street until after the 
birth of their 11th and last 
child in 1650. During the 
years prior to March 16, 1648 
Joris kept a tavern. In August 
1641 he had been chosen with 
several others to take meas- 
ures for punishing certain In- 
dian murderers. 


As early as June 16, 1637 
he had bought from Indians 
335 acres for a future home. 
According to the deed it was 
“a certain piece of land, called 
Rinnegackonck, situate upon 
the Long Island, south of the 
Island, the Manahatus .. . 
reaching from a kil to the 
woods, south and east to a 
certain copse, where the water 
runs over the stones...” This 


farm land was in the Wall- 
about section and today is 
known as the United States 
Navy Yard in Brooklyn. 

After his removal to Long 
Island about 1650 Joris was 
appointed magistrate four 
times. His death occurred 
shortly after the end of the 
Dutch tenure of government 
in 1664. Catelyn lived until 
September 11, 1689. 

Sarah, it is thought, was 
married by the time she be- 
came a Long Islander with her 
parents. According to “Fa- 
mous Families of New York’’ 
by M. A. Hamm, it was be- 
cause of her being the first 
girl born in New Netherlands 
that “the authorities present- 
ed her with a tract of land on 
the Wallabout adjacent to her 
father’s farm.” Mr. Hamm 
describes her as a “woman of 
great talent and _ physical 
vigor.” She died about 1685. 


Her first husband was Hans 
Hansen Bergen, her second 
Tunis Gysbert Bogaet. She 
had 14 childrer. Among her 
descendants are members of 
the Bergen and Bogart fami- 
lies of Long Island. 

She is also credited with be- 
ing the maternal ancestor of 
the Coryell family. It was the 
Coryell Ferry that was in a 
way responsible for General 
Washington’s victory at Tren- 
ton. 





Old Dutch Wyckoff-Bennett Home, Brooklyn 
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Leading Real Estate Brokers of 





Sayville 


Lillian H. Robinson, Realtor 
Real Estate, Insurance 
Furnished Cottages 
Farms - Homes - Acreage 
169 W. Main St. SAyville 4-1900 
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SEAMAN & EISEMANN, Inc. 
Real Estate - Insurance 
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Riverhead 


DUGAN REALTY COMPANY 
Eastern Long Island Country 
Places along Ocean, Sound, 
Peconic, Shinnecock Bays. 


Northport 


EDWARD BIALLA 
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EDWIN N. ROWLEY, INC. 
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74 Main Street 
NOrthport 3-0108 and 2272 
Members L. I. Real Estate Board 
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Lake Ronkonkoma Tide 
Continued from page 162 


water their lawns, etc. The lake 
today is about as high as it 
ever was.” 

Samuel B. Cross of Westhamp- 
ton Beach covers the whole subject 
thoroughly and clearly as follows: 

The U. S. Geological Survey, 
through the cooperation of Suf- 
folk County, has made monthly 
records of the elevation of the 
water in Lake Ronkonkoma from 


' 28 Feb. 1937 to date. The mean 


monthly elevation for the past six 
years (1949-1954) is 53.42 feet 
above mean sea level. The lowest 
record was 51.41 feet above mean 
sea level on 28 Aug. 1941, being 
2.01 feet below the mean elevation. 
The highest record between 1937 
and 1952 was 55.56 feet above 
mean sea level on 20 April 1940, 
being 2.14 feet above the mean ele- 
vation, and occurring just 16 
months before the record low ele- 
vation. A new record high of 
55.66 feet was established on 5 
May 1953. 

Lake Ronkonkoma exists _be- 
cause the elevation of the land in 
that depression is lower than the 
elevation of the local ground 
water. The elevation of the ground 
water is determined by _ the 
amount of rainfall. Hence after a 
wet year the Lake level is high 
and after a dry year the Lake 
level is low. There is no regular 
cycle in the wet and dry years so 
there is no regular cycle or “tide” 
in the Lake level. Without regular 
observations and written records 
it could appear to the casual ob- 
server that there was a “tide” in 
the Lake. 

If there were any underground 
outlet to the sea, the Lake, being 
some fifty feet above mean sea 
level, would drain out through the 
outlet, so no outlet exists. On 18 
Aug. 1953 I travelled all over the 
Lake with an instrument that 
automatically records the depth of 
the water. As I remember it, the 
deepest hole located was some 35 
feet deep towards the southern end 
of the Lake. 

The records on the elevation of 
the water in Lake Ronkonkoma are 
given each year in the publication 
by the U. S. Geological Survey en- 
titled, “‘Water Levels in Observa- 
tion Wells in the United States.” 
These books are available from the 
U. S. Government Printing Office 
in Washington, D. C 


Island’s Early Taxes 


While the province of New York, 
including Long Island, was under 
the Governorship of Sir Edmund 
Andros (1674-1686) King Charles 
II of England in 1680 sent his com- 
missioner to investigate Andros’ 
administration. This royal repre- 


Continued next page 
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Real Estate and Insurance 
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Cornelius L. Murphy Tel. Hunt. 176 














Wyandanch 


HAROLD S. ISHAM 
All Lines of Insurance 
Real Estate 
Straight Path, Wyandanch 
Tel. Midland 7755 


Mastic 











Realtor—Insuror 
BENJAMIN G. HERRLEY 
MONTAUK HIGHWAY 
Phone ATlantic—1-8110 
Glen Head 


M. 0. HOWELL 
Real Estate - Insurance 
25 Glen Head Road 


Telephone GLen Cove 4-0491 
Bay Shere 














Auto and Other Insurance 
— Real Estate — 
HENNING AGENCY, Realtor 
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Long Island’s Suburban Homeland 
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PETER P. ROCCHIO 
The Town Agency For 
Real Estate and Insurance 


889 Nassau Road, Uniondale 
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Realtors—Insurors 
JOHN J. ROE & SON 
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Insurance and Real Estate 
7 W. Glen Street Telephone 4-1500 
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HAMILTON R. HILL 
Insurance - Real Estate 
WEstbury 7-0108 249 Post Ave. 
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EDMUND D. PURCELL 
REALTOR 
Sales - Appraisals - Insurance 
111 Tyson Ave. FLoral Park 4-0333 
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Real Estate & Insurance Brokers 
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General Insurance 
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sentative, John Lewin, reported in 
part as follows: 

“Excise Tax on Long Island, 1 
penny in the pound for defraying 
the Countrey’s, that is to say, 
Charge of the Assizes att New 
Yorke once a year, except oftener 
called by Special Warrant, at the 
pleasure of the Governor, and the 
charges of the Courts of Session 
in their respective Rideings, which 
are twice a year.” 

“Another Constant Tax on Long 
Island and its Jurisdiccon is Pole 
Money which is taxed upon Males 
over 16 years of age at 1 s 6 d per 
annum each, except such as serve 
in the Troopes of Horse each of 
them, and Horse excepted only.” 

“The North and West, Rideings 
on Long Island (the Counties were 
not organized until 1683) were 
putt to great Charges in cutting 
and squaring Timber and rasting 
(raising) stockadoes for making 
the docke at New Yorke, and were 
defrauded in payment.” 

Thus we have the beginnings of 
governmental investigations which 
are so rampant in present days. 
Sir Edmund Andros was made 
Royal Governor of the Dominion 
of New England (including New 
York) in 1686 in a scheme to con- 
solidate the northern’ colonies, 
which did not succeed. The pioneer 
settlers of Maine, New Hampshire 
including Vermont, Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island and Connecticut in- 
sisted upon maintaining their in- 
dividual colonial status. Andros 
was made Governor of the Virginia 
territory in 1692. 

Meade C. Dobson 
Kew Gardens 





Civil War “Liberty” Poles 


Reference in the July Forum 
to Babylon’s condemned Liberty 
Pole reminds me of the drive made 
by the G. A. R. from 1870 to 1880 
to erect so-called Liberty Poles to 
memorialize the end of the 
Rebellion. 

I recall one in Amityville at 
Albany avenue and Broadway in 
front of Wortman’s general store. 
It had a hitching rail and was 
surrounded by planks to protect 
it from gnawing horses. 

I remember another at Oyster 
Bay which stood at South and East 
Main Streets in front of Sammis’ 
general store. Its base was about 
two feet in diameter and was 
surrounded by tie-posts for horses. 
When the LIRR reached there it 
extended Main street through to 
present Aubrey avenue and moved 
the huge liberty pole to in front 
of the old frame courthouse. There 
it stood until the brick courthouse 
was built on Aubrey avenue when 
it was relocated at the new struc- 
ture. I do not know if this pole 
still stands. 
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First Mortgage Loans 
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Miller Place 





ALFRED E. BEYER 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
Member, Suffolk Real Estate Board 
North Country Road Miller Place 
Tel. POrt Jefferson 8-1204 


Babylon 








CHARLES F. PFEIFLE 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
Lots - Plots - Acreage 
W. Main, by Lake MOhawk 9-0644 








EASTPORT 
Edward B. Bristow 


Real Estate and Insurance 


Main Street EAstport 5-0164 
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Real Estate Insurance 


EDWARD F. COOK 
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Suffolk Historical Society 


Now in its 73rd year, the Suf- 
folk County Historical Society, 
whose headquarters building at 
Riverhead houses one of _ the 
State’s largest rural collections of 
local Americana, has elected the 
following officers for 1955-56: 
John D. Hallock, president; Paul 
Bailey and Mrs. Mary F. Brown, 
vice-presidents; Miss Rose P. Ter- 
ry, treasurer; Mrs. Marjorie W. 
Sawyer and Mrs. Lillian Hallock, 
secretaries. The councilors are: 
Ernest S. Clowes, Bridgehampton; 
Hilary Corwin, Huntington; Mrs. 
Alfred S. Griffiths, Amityville; 
Judge George W. Hildreth, River- 
head; Mrs. Frances R. Howell, 
Babylon; Louis B. Kellogg, Green- 
lawn; Miss Louise E. Ockers, Oak- 
dale; Robert H. Pelletreau, Pat- 
chogue; Morton Pennypacker, East 
Hampton; Sylvester Gardiner 
Prime, Shelter Island; Mrs. Kathe- 
rine W. Reeve, Greenport; Roy 
Latham, Orient; Mrs. Marcia L. 
Rockwell, Smithtown; Col. Verne 
La Salle Rockwell, Smithtown; 
Mrs. Beatrice G. Rogers, West- 
hampton Beach; Elmer J. B. Saw- 
yer, Riverhead; Edward M. B. 
Strong, East Hampton; Mrs. Helen 
Brown West, East Setauket, and 
John A. Wilbur, Bay Shore. The 
custodian is Ernest M. Robinscn. 


History of Eaton’s Neck 


One of the most interesting 
pamphlets received for review by 
the Forum is entitled Eaton’s 
Neck, Long Island, by Miss Mary 
Voyse. Besides the author’s thor- 
ough history of this part of Hunt- 
ington, included is a brief chapter 
cn the Neck’s geological back- 
ground, by Sydney Bevin. Miss 
Vcyse gives a picture of 17th 
century England, the early settle- 
ment of New England, and that 
of Long Island generally before 
taking up the story of Eaton’s 
Neck which Theophilus Eaton, 
Governor of New Haven, pur- 
chased from the Matinecocks in 
1646. From then on to the present 
time, the Neck has had a truly 
individual history which the author 
presents in a way that is bound 
to hold the reader’s attention. 


That Calhoun Statue 
Answering the inquiry’ of 
Georgina J. Torrey in the May 
Forum: The Charleston Courier. 
Nov. 5, 1850, carried an article on 
the recovery of the statue of John 
C. Calhoun made by Hiram Powers 
for the City of Charleston. Un- 
fortunately, this statue was, de- 
stroyed by fire at Columbia, S. C., 
during the War Between the States 
(Taft History of American Sculp- 

ture, N. Y. 1924, page 65.) 

Mrs. Harry C. Hetzel 
Sanford, Florida 
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Grom Early Brookhaven ‘Records 


5 i HE early inhabitants of 
Brookhaven Town seem 
to have been very careful as 
to who they admitted to the 
Town. No one could sell his 
land to an outsider, for in- 
stance. However, they chose 
a most original way of getting 
rid of one man who they evi- 
dently did not care to have 
reside permanently within 
their borders. The man was 
Richard Bullick and the time 
was 1662, just seven years 
after the Town was settled. 
He is described as a “travil- 
ler’, and the Town wanted 
none of him; yet they gave 
him time to get away com- 
fortably. 

it seems he had already 
bought some timber and 
boards from John Catchem to 
build a boat. So the Town al- 
lowed him four months in 
which to build it. But they 


Kate Wheeler Strong 


warned him that if he dis- 
turbed or defrauded any of 
the townspeople he would lose 
all he possessed. As we hear 
no more about him, he evi- 
dently completed his boat and 
sailed away within the four 
months. One wonders whether 
he found a welcome in some 
more friendly harbor. 

In 1672 Zackery Hawkins 
sold Joseph Daves his sorrel 
horse with a white streak 
down the nose. This horse, 
which had been running loose 
at Old Mans, was given the 
Town brand as well as his 
owner’s earmark. I wonder if 
all loose animals were bran- 
ded by the Town in those 
days. 

For the horse Daves was 
to pay a barrel of whale oil 
and be very sure it was in a 
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tight cask. No leaks allowed. 
The oil was to be delivered 
at or before the first of 
March at Southampton. As 
the sale was made in April 
this gave eleven months to 
pay. Daves was also to work 
for Hawkins eighteen days 
upon demand. 

Again in 1672 we find Sam- 
uel Akerly and Richard War- 
ing agreeing to serve the 
Town as cowkeepers, taking 
the cows to pasture every day 
between “goodman geners 
corner” and Robert Akerly’s 
hollow. They were to do this 
every day until the little neck 
was open, after the crops 
there had been gathered. If a 
cow was missing they did not 
have to go back and look for 
it at once but could wait un- 
til next day and then follow 
the same route. Their pay 
was to be half in Indian corn 
and half in wheat and peas; 
also one pound of butter per 

Continued on page 178 
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Senior Editor 
Continued From Page 166 

of the old John Street Metho- 
dist Church in New York, and 
the third brother, John B. 
Howell, was blinded by a rifle 
ball while serving as a Union 
soldier in the Civil War. 

Commissioner Howell died 
in a Brooklyn hospital in 1915, 
leaving two sons, Herbert and 
Robert. 


When after an interim of 
more than half a century I 
returned to reside at Southold 
I sometimes visited the graves 
of Uncle Eli-and Aunt Jute 
in the Willow Hill Cemetery 
there. In March 1944, while I 
was living at Southold, Annie, 
the daughter of Eli and Jute, 
died at the age of 84, which 
age, incidentally, is only two 
years more than mine as I 
pen these memoirs. 

I recall that day that Annie 
was married to Gilbert Hor- 
ton Terry, son of Hiram and 
Susan (Horton) Terry, so 
many years ago. In the home 
of their daughter Susie still 
hangs their wedding certifi- 
cate bearing the names of the 
witnesses, Annie’s cousin, the 
late Benjamin B. Tuthill, and 
myself. 

At the time of Annie’s pass- 
ing I penned a tribute to her 
who had been “like a foster 
sister,” and to her parents, 
“Uncle” Eli who had treated 
me as a father, and “Aunt” 
Julia, “the nearest to a mother 
I ever knew’. I wrote this 








TEST-PROVED 


ROYAL-T’: 
HEARING AID 


Priced at less than 
4 as much, but per- 
pests gg nde at 
equal to 5 leading 
competitive aids 
averaging $268! 


COME IN FOR TEST DETAILS 





Price includes air 
conduction receiver 
‘and stock earmold. 


PICKUP & BROWN 
GUILD OPTICIANS 


18 Deer Park Ave. Babylon 
Tel. MOhawk 9-0927 


tribute at the request of an 
official of the Southold 
Church of which they had all 
been members, as I still am. 


Westhampton’s Famous Son 

From “A History of Fifty Feet 
in New York”, issued in 1926 by 
The Bank of America, we learn 
that the bank’s president at that. 
time, Edward Coleman Delafield, 
was born at Westhampton in 1877. 
The fifty feet referred to com- 
prise the site of the bank at Wall 
and William streets. 
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L. I. FORUM INDEX 


The Queens Borough Public Li- 
brary, 89-14 Parsons Blvd., Ja- 
maica, sells a complete index of 
the Long Island Forum for the 
years 1938-1947 inclusive, at $1 
postpaid. Also for the years 1948- 
1952 inclusive, at 50 cents post- 
paid. They were compiled by Miss 
Marguerite V. Doggett, Librarian 
L. I. Collection, and may be ob- 
tained by addressing her at the 
Library. 


“The Thirteen Tribes” by Paul 
Bailey, $1. Long Island Forum, 
Amityville. 
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Tel. Glen Cove 4-1105 


Serving the Community 
Since 1900 














RECORDS 


RCA-Columbia- Decca 


Wide Selection of 


POPULAR 
CLASSICAL 
CHILDREN’S 


in all the speeds 


AMITY RADIO 


For Quality Service on TV 
Onthe Triangle A Mityville 4-1177 


























174 








SEPTEMBER 1955 


Yachting in 1860 
Continued from page 164 
met them coming back. Charm 
beat the others 18 minutes. 
Fine run home. 

August 31st. About 20 of 
us went off this morning for 
a clam bake, in the Sea Drift. 
After a short sail, we an- 
chored off Thomas F. Youngs’ 
land on the Cold Spring side, 
and had a capital dinner and 
merry time. Embarked again 
on the Sea Drift and sailed 
home. My last sail on her for 
the summer. 

October 18th, (Princeton). 
Went to New York this even- 
ing. Found the upper part of 
the city in a blaze of light 
and excitement with the par- 
ade of the firemen in honor 
oi the Prince of Wales. Some 
engines were covered with gas 
lights, supplied with tanks 
underneath, and covered with 
glokes of stained glass. Every 
man had a torch. It was a 
splendid sight. 

Tuesday, Nov. 6, (Prince- 
ton). Day of Election for 
President of the United 
States. Went to the polls with 
a number of students and vot- 
ed for Lincoln and Hamlin. 
Heard at 1014 P.M. by tele- 


Evans 


AMITYVILLE DAIRY, INC. 


AMITYVILLE 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE 
BLUE POINT 
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Delicatessen 


Tel. Amityville 4-1350 


176 Park Ave. Amityville 














graph that New York State 
had gone largely for Lincoln 
who is therefore no doubt 
elected. 


1868, (At Little Neck). For 
a few summers the family 
rented the Douglas Manor at 
Little Neck “‘to avoid the slow 
and wretched service of the 
Long Island Railroad from 
Syosset” for father and broth- 
ers in their daily trips to New 
York. They could then drive 
to town, only 10 or 12 miles 
by road, or to the railroad at 
Flushing, 5 miles away. 

August 22nd, (Little Neck). 
Sam and I drove to Queens, 4 
iailes, took train to Hicksville, 
met Allie, drove to Oyster 
Bay, stopped at Hillside and 
Otis Swan’s. Got off in Flor- 
ence at 12 M. with northerly 
breeze which lulled to a calm 
off Peacock Point. Anchored 
in calm 3 hours. Light breeze 
ahead at 7!4, calm again at 
Sands Point; rowed and towed 
in dark; reached Little Neck 
at 414 Sunday morning. 
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August 25. W. Douglas and 
I sailed to City Island in the 
Florence. Saw Restless on 
ways. Talked boat with Carl, 
saw his models &c. and beat 
home with good breeze in 114 
hours. Saw yacht Palmer 
bound down east. 

August 28. Afternoon sail 
in Restless. Beat the Rambler 
half a mile in seven. Dinner 
on board. 





Munsell Family Data 





In reply to Miss Julia Deacon 
Munsell’s inquiry in the Forum 
would say that I am a Munsell and 
have been trying to get family 
data for some time. Here is a 
little of what I have. 

Jacob Munsell married Mary 
Smith, granddaughter of Richard 
(Bull) Smith, founder of Smith- 
town. Their son Alexander, born 
1737, died 1807, married Mary 
(Morger?), born 1738. 

One of their sons Nathaniel, 
born 1770, died 1812, married 
Dorothy Smith, born 1780, died 
1849. Their son Nathaniel Nelson 
married Marie Susan Haven, and 
so on to my parents. 

Mrs. Earl Albin 
Middle Island, N. Y. 
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Traphagen Trains Student To Be- 
come a Private Brand Designer 


After due deliberation, no doubt, 
on the part of the powers that be, 
a new department came to life in 
the New York office of Sears Roe- 
buck en February 1, 1954, the De- 
partment of Fashion Design .. . 
otherwise known at Sears as 733-D, 
which gives some idea of the size 
of this company. About the same 
time, an attractive student named 
Caryl Kent, from Grenada in the 
West Indies, finished her course in 
Design and Clothing Construction 
at the Traphagen School of Fash- 
ion at 1680 Broadway (52nd St.}, 
New York. 

It was some time, however, be- 
fore she and Sears got together. 
Traphagen cooperated further. 
Mrs. Kent, through the school’s 
Placement Bureau, soon had a job 
as assistant designer for Debbi- 
Ann, a Seventh Avenue manufac- 
turer. The second step, she ad- 
vanced to another job as designer 
for Artbro. 


Since she was still trying to 
climb higher on the ladder, the 
school’s placement manager sent 
her to Sears Roebuck. When she 
arrived, she could not apply since 
the fashion director, Mary Lewis, 
was not in. Months pased and one 
day Mrs. Kent was again passing 
nearby, dropped in on a hunch, and 
astute Miss Lewis welcomed her 
warmly. Yes, an assistant de- 
signer’s job was open! Caryl 
thought in such a large organiza- 
tion that might now be a good 
place for her, so she at once ac- 








Hempstead 
Travel Bureau 


EVELYN C. RYAN 


Authorized Travel Agent 


Steamship and Airline Tickets 
and 


Via All Lines 
at Company Rates 
Cruises, Tours and Hotels 
1Vanhoe 3-7672 
75 Washington St. Hempstead 
Parking on Premises 











cepted. Four months later she was 
made designer of dresses. 

She produces a dress a day... 
she sketches her idea, drapes it 
and cuts the first pattern. She says 
enthusiastically, “I use everything 
I learned at Traphagen.” Mrs. 
Kent likes her job. Now she also 
does original designs, selects her 
fabrics, colors and trimmings. The 
dresses must, of course, follow a 
certain type of simplicity . . . the 
cost engineer is right there to 






Caryl Kent 


SEPTEMBER 1955 


figure the expense of every item 
and factory operation. Other de- 
signs are made for fabrics already 
selected or adapted to the cus- 
tomers’ needs of the season from 
styles already popular. It is all a 
matter of turning out smart 
clothes, she says, for the average 
American woman who today knows, 
perhaps better than anyone else, 
what fashion is and wants it, at 
an attractive price whether by mail 
order or from the stores. 


1*3 
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Southampton Historical 


Museum 

Meeting House Lane 
Exhilits of early American glass, 
china, textiles, costumes, maps, 
records and Indian relics. Farm 
implements and housekeeping u- 
tensils. Whaling gear. One- 
room schoolhouse. Revol tionary 

barn with old Country Store. 

Open June 12 to Sept. 20 

Daily 11-5; Sunday 2-5 

Adults 50 cents; children 25 cents 











pamphlet. Postpaid $1. 





“THE GEOLOGY OF LONG ISLAND” 
By Robert R. Coles 
Contributing Editor, Long Island Forum 


This limited edition of 500 numbered copies tells 
the complete story of the island’s geologic background 
in simple language. A clearly printed, 
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Beach Flowers 
Continued from Page 168 
have the general shape of a 
buttercup and appear singly, 
as the buttercup, at the ends 
of the branching. There is a 
yellowish eye in the center of 
the flower. Sometimes the 
eye is edged with a deep 
pink or red. Between the 5 
petals are 5 green pieces of 
calyx which resemble narrow, 
thin leaves. These give the 
flower a certain star shape 
and add to its attractiveness. 

Almost every kind of flow- 
er has an insect which takes 
care of the pollination. I won- 
der which insect is on the job 
with the Sea Pink for I have 
never seen one on the flowers. 
Possibly it is done at night. 

One of the last meadow 
flowers to bloom is the Marsh 
Rosemary, the Sea Lavender. 
It is still opening new flowers 
in September and sometimes 
in early October. Probably 
only two species grow on 
Long Island and the distinc- 
tion is often so difficult that 
it interests only the top brass 
of the botany world. 

Sea Lavender grows on the 
meadow islands of the Great 
South Bay. I have not yet 
found it on the outer beach. 
It comes in clumps of two or 
three leafless stems which 
are so intricately branched 
that the bushy form some- 
what resembles a compact, 
two-foot-high, closely-clipped 
huckleberry. The flowers are 
very small and cluster along 
the farthest stems like pussy 
willows. The blooms are a 
delicate lavender which is al- 
most lost in the subdued 
green of infinite branchings. 
The stems dry readily and 
provide excellent material for 
winter bouquets and straw- 
flowers. 


The leaves of the plant 
spring directly from the roots 
and seem to have no connec- 
tion with the stems bearing 
the flowers. I have to take 
this leaf description from the 
books as I have never noticed 
the leaves. The clumps of Sea 
Lavender are conspicuous on 
the meadow islands in the 
fall when the grasses and 
reeds are yellowing. We usu- 


ally gather the stems for dry- 
ing at the time we are 
shrimping preparatory to 
chumming up the weakfish. 
The Groundsel Tree always 
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when it is actually in seed 
than in flower. It is, however, 
a hardwood plant and had bet- 
ter wait rather than be mixed 
with the annuals, biennials 


looks more in bloom to me_ and perennials. 
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Brookhaven Records 
Continued from page 173 
cow “to be sett of in the 
wheat and peas”. I don’t un- 
derstand that last but have 
quoted it exactly as written. 

I have spoken of many 
holes left by the Indians at 
their camping site. That was 
where they did their cooking. 
In a few years the settlers 
found such holes dangerous 
to cattle. So on October 23, 
1662, at a general Town 
meeting, it was ordered that 
the Indians must fill up or 
fence every hole dangerous to 
cattle. And should any En- 
glishman have to fill such a 
hole the Indians must pay 
him 5 shillings per hole. 

At first the early settlers 
took their grain across the 
Sound to be ground, but such 
a trip was not always safe. In 
fact in one case it resulted in 
the loss of all hands. So in 
i664 seventeen men agreed 
with Daniel Lane to build a 


mill across the pond (then a 
stream) where the Neigh- 
borhood House now stands. 


Each agreed to pay either 
20 shillings, or 10 shillings 
and do 10 days work. The 
Town was to maintain the 
dam for 12 months and a day. 
After that, as far as I can 
make out, it was to be the 
Town’s property. The toll for 
grinding was 2 quarts per 
bushel for English grain and 
2 quarts and a pint for Indian 
corn. 


Though I have seen plenty 
of agreements with Indians 
to go “a whaling’, recently 
for the first time I ran 
across one of a Southold In- 
dian named Toby who bound 
himself for three years to 
learn the carpenter trade. 


This agreement was made 
the 16th of April 1684 be- 
tween Toby and Arthur 
fflury a carpenter. It was 
witnessed by John Tooker 
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and Joseph Longbottom and 
acknowledged by Isaac Ar- 
nold, Justice. For the three 
years Toby was to receive 
only board and lodging. At 
the end of three years he 
would receive wages, two 
new suits of clothes from 
head to foot, one for work- 
ing and a best one for holi- 
days. He was not only to be 
clothed, but receive the full 
equipment of carpenter tools, 
namely, one broad axe, one 
hand saw, one square, one 
pair of compasses, one broad 
and one narrow chisel, one 
gouge, one auger, and forty 
shillings in current money of 
the country. That was a case 
where an Indian was fairly 
paid. 


Now it is hot so I will 
stop wandering among old 
records and get a drink of 
cold milk from the icebox, 
not haul it up from down the 
well as in days of yore. 
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Convert to Carefree, 
Automatic GAS HEAT for 


as little as Ga morntin 


(Cash price only $255.11) 
SIX BIG OFF-SEASON SPECIAL a 








1. No Down Payment—3 Years To Pay 4. Complete Approved Installation 
2. No Monthly Payments Until Nov. 1, 1955 5. _LILCO’s FREE Service Policy 
3. Top Standard Brand GAS Conversion Burner ©. $50 Allowance on Your Old Equinment 








There’s no better heat for your house than clean, carefree, dependable 
Automatic GAS. And there’s no better time to switch than NOW! 

You avoid “waiting your turn” when the cool weather rush sets in. You avoid 
the inconvenience of a cold weather change-over, too. 

We keep our engineers and installation contractors busy in the summer 
months . . . spread the work load evenly to give you better service. 
That's why we're offering this attractive OFF-SEASON SPECIAL NOW. And 
you pay nothing till November Ist. So why not make the most of it? 
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for a survey appointment 
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For Luncheons and Dinners 


The Patchogue Hotel 


Centrally located on the 
South Shore for Banquets 
and other functions 
Modern Rooms and Suites 
Montauk Highway 


Phones Patchogue 1234 and 800 














Wining and Dining 


in the Continental Tradition, 
superb, leisurely, inexpensive, 
will be yours to enjoy, at the 
entirely new 


RENDEZVOUS 


Restaurant 
292 Merrick Rd. Amityville 


Phone AMityville 4-9768 











Prompt Deliveries Quality Since 190 


STERN’S 


Pickle Products, Inc. 
Farmingdale, N. Y. 


Tels. 248; Night 891 


Complete Line of Condiments for the 


Hotel and Restaurant Trade 


Factory conveniently located at 
Farmingdale 














Enroute to the Hamptons 
on Montauk Highway 


visit CASA BASSO 224 
Enjoy the Best 


Luncheon and Dinner 


Westhampton 4-1841 
Closed on Mondays 

















Uncle Played the Cello 


I am quite a few moons from 
the century line but Dr. Wood’s 
“Campaign of Long Ago” in the 
July Forum reminds me of my 
great-uncle Volney Horton who 
played the bass viol or cello in 
the Old First Church of Southold. 
It was the first musical instru- 
ment ever used in that Presbyter- 
ian Church excepting the pitch- 
pipe which sounded like my Siam- 
ese cat who can reach high C. 

Uncle Volney had, besides his 
cello, two wives — Mandy and 
Sarah Ann Jennings. In those days 
Hortons were to right of us; Hor- 
tons were to left of us, all along 
the North Road in Peconic I am 
quite sure that Uncle Volney’s 
cello is still in the Southold 
parsonage. 

Eva Gordon Slaterbeck 
Brooklyn 


Thank you for your articles on 
our (Southampton Historical) 
Museum. We think we are making 
good progress even though a little 
slow. Our House and Garden Tour 
was quite a success although a 
lot of work for many. Mrs. A. W. 
Tunnell, Southampton. 


I do want to take this oppor- 
tunity to congratulate you on your 
publication. It is always interesting 
and is read with great pleasure 
by every member of the family. 
Mrs. Virginia Smith, Secretary 
Sayville Historical Society. 
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Connoisseur It’s 
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OAKDALE 
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HARBOR LIGHT 
RESTAURANT 
EXCELLENT CUISINE 
Catering to Small Parties 
M. SWANSON 
AMityville 4-5868 and 4-9704 
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‘On The Great South Bay”’ 
Since 1903 
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in the restful comfort of 


Tel. AMityville 4-4000 


“ASK YOUR FRIENDS WHO’VE TRIED IT” 


YOU’LL BE GLAD YOU TRIED 


LUNCHEON - DINNER (or SNACK) 
‘Ohe “Hospitality Shoppe 


where excellent food, skillfully prepared and promptly served, 
is primed to meet the better taste. 


Amityville, L. I. 




















